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SLAVE FLOGGING AT MELINDE. 
(On the new land route by which slaves are now sent northwards.) 


By permission of the Rev. C. New we present our readers with the above engraving 
from his work, “ Life, Wanderings, and Labours in Eastern Africa,” published by Hodder 
and Stoughton, from which the following extract is taken :— 

“Then the social and judicial tyranny and cruelty to which slavery gives rise is fearful. 
The instruments by which household discipline is maintained are the stick, fetters, 
manacles, chains, the kongo (an iron collar with a long beam attached, which the slave 
has to trail after him wherever he may go), and the stocks ; and they are not unfrequently 
used. As an illustration of judicial cruelty we give the following fact :—One morning 
«a Msania came to our tent in a very excited state, exclaiming ‘Oh, white man! white 
man! do go to the market-place, they will kill the man! Do go and help him if you 
can! As the Msania was not likely to have been so affected by a little matter we 
thought there must be something very bad going on, and we went to the market-place. 
Arrived there, this is what we saw : A man, almost nude, was slung up by his hands to 
the flagstaff several feet above the ground, with nothing else to support him, and to keep 
him from swinging about but a piece of coir-rope about his waist. His back was severely 
bruised, was bleeding fast, and he was gasping for breadth. Seeing us, he, groaned out, 
‘Oh, waunguanga ! waunguanga!’ (oh, gentlemen! gentlemen!) in piteous appeals to 
us, A noisy crowd was standing around, among which were a large number o Belooch 
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soldiers, These men were in their glory, and were gloating over their victim. It was 
their special privilege to lay on the stick, and they had already been practising their 
brutalities, though the beating was suspended upon our appearance. Armed with heavy 
sticks of ‘mtogue,’ as tough and supple asa piece of gutta percha, they had been ex- 
ercising all their muscular power in beating that wretched man, one by one parading 
up and down before the panting man and carrying out the programme thus : ‘Son of a 
dog! &c., &., behold this stick, how lithe and tough ; just the thing for thy back! I'll 
teach you! Take that, that, and that! It smarts does it? Good, you shall have more 
by and bye ; but I must breathe.’ Moved by the cruel scene we interceded for the 
poor man, and he was for the time released ; but, as we afterwards learned, we had no 
sooner left the town than he was rebound, and flogged to death. It should be observed 
that the man had been guilty of some petty theft. Such is slavery in East Africa.” 





| 
ADDRESS TO THE ELECTORS OF | tected by the British Government, which 


REPRESENTATIVES IN THE | hitherto they have allowed to continue, to the 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. dishonour of the English name. 
“We grieve to report that among some of 
THe General Election appeared to be a | the Native States in India, tributary to the 
fitting opportunity to bring the subject of | British Indian Government, slavery and the 
the Glove trade and Slavery before the con- slave-trade extensively prevail. For instance, 
stituencies, with a view to their pressing | ™ Affghanistan—the present Ameer of which 
the subject on the attention of candidates | Teceives a very large sum annually from the 
for election to the House of Commons. ee Se ae — age 
The ‘following Address was widely circu- ce eee ae ee ee 
lated, and also sent to nearly every gentle- rote — cas tig — ame. 
man who sought to be returned as @ | Khiva and Bokhara, the British Government 
member :— onght long since to have accomplished inithose 
territories which are under their protection. 





“ BRITISH AND FOREIGN ANTI-SLAVERY “In the Kast African possessions belonging 
Socrery, to the Portuguese, the slave-trade has of late 

‘“Office—27, New Broad Street, London. | increased, and the moral influence of the 
* January 27th, 1874. British Cabinet could, with much advantage, 


“Dear Sir,—As a General Election is about | be used with the Portuguese Government 
to take place, we deem this a fitting opportu- | to suppress this trade, as well as to urge ‘the 
nity to agk you to urge upon the candidatesfor | absolute extinction of the Macao coolie-trade. 
election for Parliament, the necessity on the ‘The Polynesian labour-traffic cannot be 
part of the British Government, and also on | regulated, as proposed by Lord Kimbherley’s 
the part of each member of the legislature, | Act. Nothing butits total discontinuance can 
to take vigorous action, wherever British in- | cure this new slave-trade. 
fluence can*be legitimately employed, to put “Sir Bartle Frere has truly said :—‘We 
down the slave-trade and slavery. We feel | may do what we can in the way of violent 
that a vast work has yet to be done to destroy | repression, but we shall never put an end 
these evils, and itis in the power of our Cabinet | to the slave-trade till we put an end to 
and legislature very materially to promote | slavery. We must let slave-holding countries— 
their removal. Egypt, Turkey, and others—understand that 

“Great Britain has treaties with Turkey, | they cannot be admitted into the brotherhood 
Egypt, Persia, Madagascar, and other coun- | of civilised nations unless they abjured 
tries, to put down the slave-trade, which she | slavery.’ 
habitually neglects by her moral influence to “ Among these slave-holding countries, pro- 
enforce. fessedly Christian, on whom the British 

“Though an Anti-Slave-trade Treaty has | Government has special treaty claims, and 
been signed by the Sultan of Zanzibar, the | could bring their influence to bear with great 
slave-trade has found a new channel along the | power, are Spain and Brazil. With regard 
Eastern coasts of Africa, and thousands of | to Spain, there are 350,000 slaves in Cuba, 
slaves have been sent northwards by land. | nearly every one of whom is entitled to his 
British Consular establishments at proper | liberty under treaty obligations. Had the 
places would greatly check the trade. British Government faithfully discharged 

“ A considerable trade in human beings is | their duty, Spain would have emancipated 
carried on throughout the Upper Nile district, | her slaves in Cuba as she has done in Porto 
finding an outlet down the Nile and to the | Rico. 
south of Abyssinia to the Red Sea: and also “In Brazil the majority of the slave popu- 
in the Lake Tchad district, having an outflow | lation, numbering about 1,500,000, are entitled 
in the neighbourhood of Tripoli. to their liberty, as they, or their parents, 

“On the West Coast of Africa there is a | were imported since 1829, contrary to treaty 
considerable slave-trade among the tribes pro- | stipulations. The unsatisfactory emancipation 
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law of 1871 dooms every one of these to a life- 
long bondage; and, so far from the law referred 
to being an emancipation Act, its operation 
will be to continue slavery for the next fifty 
years. 

“Tt is matter of grief to know that, while 
so much remains to be done, the Government 
have abolished the Slave-trade department 
in the Foreign Office. This is a serious 
mistake. 

“We regard the present occasion as most 
favourable to bring these matters under the 
consideration of those who seek election as 
members of the House of Commons, and shall 
thank you to use your influence in pressing 
them upon the attention of the candidates in 
your locality. 

“ We are, yours respectfully, 
“ JosEPH CoopER, 
‘* EpMUND SrurGE, 
“ Rosert Atsop, 
** BENJAMIN MILLARD, Secretary.” 


Honorary 
Secretaries. 


SIR BARTLE FRERE on tae SLAVE- 
TRADE anp SLAVERY. 


Ar the banquet held in Glasgow, on 
Thursday, January 18th, Sir Bartle Frere 
uttered the following memorable words :— 


“ We might do what we could in the 
way of violent expression, but we would 
never put an end to the slave-trade till 
we put an end to slavery. We must let 
slave-holding countries—Egypt, Turkey, 
and others—understand that they would 
not be admitted into the brotherhood of 
civilised nations unless they abiured 
slavery.” 


ADDRESS OF THE COMMITTEE OF 
THE BRITISH AND FOREIGN 
ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY TO 
LIEUT-COL. CHARLES GEORGE 
GORDON, RB.E., C.B. 


To Larvur.-CoLongEL, 
CHARLES GEORGE GorDON, R.E., C.B. 


S1r,—The Committee of the British and 
Foreign Anti-Slavery Society desire respect- 
fully to lay before you some views on the 
slave-trade and slavery, with which they 
have been deeply impressed. 

Although by the constitution of the So- 
ciety their efforts for the extinction of 
these great evils are confined to those of a 
moral and pacific character, they cannot 
but watch with deep interest every well- 
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directed effort to bring about the extinction 
of the slave-trade. 

They have had the great satisfaction to 
learn that the desire to promote this ob- 
ject, and the redemption of Africa from 
its long-continued state of desolation and 
misery, is the great reason why you have 
accepted from His Highness the Khedive 
your present high and influential position. 

The great end the Anti-Slavery So- 
ciety seeks to attain is the extinction of the 
slave-trade in such manner that it will not be 
revived at some future time; but past ex- 
perience has lamentably shown that the 
traffic suppressed by force in one part will 
spring up in another. 

So far back as the year 1857, the Egyp- 
tian Government declared that it had put 
down the slave-trade in Khartoum, and part 
of the Soudan; but it was afterwards 
revived and carried on with redoubled 
vigour, 

But the latest exemplification of the kind 
is to be observed in the fact that the slave- 
trade so recently checked in the vicinity of 
the Zanzibar Coast by sea, has already 
made for itself by land a new channel, and 
thousands of slaves have already been driven 
northwards by this fresh route. 

On this part of the subject we observe 
that Sir Bartle Frere has expressed his set- 
tled conviction that, whatever may be done 
by force, the evil can only be permanently 
suppressed by the abolition of slavery 
itself in Egypt and the other slave-holding 
countries. 

It is the demand for slaves which creates 
the slave-trade; so long as a profitable 
demand exists, the supply of victims, 
through one channel or other, will never 
cease. 

If, therefore, your labours for the ex- 
tinction of the slave-trade are to be of 
permanent value, slavery must be abolished 
in Egypt. Whatever difficulties may at 
present stand in the way of making Egypt 
a free country, those difficulties will be 
immeasurably increased by delay. 

Trusting that these views will commend 
themselves to your judgment, we shall re- 
joice to know that you will be able to exert 

our great influence with His Highness the 

hedive, in favour of the total abolition of 
slavery throughout his dominions. 

Slavery has already been happily 
abolished not only in most Christian 
countries, but recently also in the king- 
dom of Siam, in Khiva, and in Bokhara, 

The interest and attention of the civilised 
world are every day more and more brought 
to bear on the subject, so that the day can- 
not be far distant when it will be impos- 
sible to retain slavery either in Egypt, 
Turkey, or Persia. pean 

That you may have the satisfaction and 
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honour of largely contributing towards the 
great work is our earnest desire. 
On behalf of the Anti-Slavery Society, 
We are, very respectfully, 
JOSEPH COOPER, 
Epmunp SrurGe, >) Hon. Secs. 
Rost. ALsop, 
Bens. MiILLarD, Secretary. 


27, New Broad Street, London, 
March 2nd, 1874. 


THE SLAVE-TRADE AND SLAVERY 
IN EGYPT. 


Tue letter we herewith publish, from a 
gentleman on a visit to Egypt, will show 
that, notwithstanding the suppression of 
the slave-trade, it is still in fall vigour, 
only somewhat more concealed. The public 
auctions in the cities which Englishmen 
mostly frequent are discontinued, but the 
slave-marts are as numerous as ever, and 
the sales, though private, are accompanied 
with disgusting incidents we can not 

ublish. While the Khedive professes to 
e so anxious to put down the slave-trade 
in the distant Upper Nile districts, he will 
more effectually give it a deadly blow by 
suppressing every slave-mart throughout 
his dominions, by making the sale of a 
human being felony, and by decreeing the 
immediate abolition of Slavery itself, the 
source of the trade. His Highness would 
set a noble example to his subjects, and 
ive evidence of the sincerity of his pro- 
essions, by setting at liberty HIS OWN 
THREE OR FOUR HUNDRED SLAVES, and 
never allowing slavery in any form to find 
a harbouring place within his own esta- 
blishments. We respectfully commend this 
matter to the consideration of His High- 
ness, who may be interested in reading the 
following letter :— 


Carro, Eaypt, 
February 3rd, 1874. 


Dear Sir,— . When our ar- 
me 2 were duly completed, we pro- 
ceeded in company, each on a donkey, to 
a house, where we were shown two girls of 
twenty or twenty-two years of age. One 
was black, and her face was scarred on both 


sides, which my guide afterwards told me | 
tian officer and have the pee of sa 

_ made out and stamped, an 

| slave ran away, I could obtain the sum 


was done when she was young, and was the 
common practice of the people of the 
country up the Nile whence she came. 
The other girl in the same house was fully 
as light in complexion as the lightest Arab. 
Her chin was tattooed quite similar to what 
I have seen among the North Indians, 
The price asked for the darkest 
twenty Napoleons (£15 17s. 6d.), while the 
highest coloured girl was valued at thirty 
Napoleons (£23 16s. 3d.) We did not 





| public auctions of slaves at 


girl was | 


buy, but mounted our donkeys, and rode | 
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straightway to a very large slave-market, 
in a large two-storied building, with win- 
dows iron grated, where we found girls, 
women, men, and boys, numbering in all, 
as nearly as I could judge, between ninety 
and one hundred. In colour they varied 
from the very blackest negro shade to 
those who were sufficiently fair to compare 
favourably with the finest complexioned 
lady in London. I was astonished to see 


such white skins where the eyes were so: 


very black, as was also the hair. 


I walked here and there among the: 


slaves, through the different rooms of the 
building, examining several minutely, and 
viewed the whole establishment and its 
occupants, with what results I need not say. 
The price of the slaves here ranged from 
ten Napoleons (£7 18s. 9d.) to fifty Napo- 
leons (£39 13s. 9d.) We rode away wiser, 
if less cheerful, than when we entered. 
During the ride back into the heart of 
Alexandria my mind reverted to those 
poor slaves that I had seen sold in Lexing- 
ton, Kentucky, when slavery existed in 
America. 

I saw several other slaves for sale in 
Alexandria during my stay there. In Cairo 
the people almost universally declare that 
the slave-trade is abolished, and yet I have 
had several offered me at various prices. 
When I was in Old Cairo, waiting for the 
ferry boat to come over the branch of the 
Nile that I might visit the Island Koda, in 
order to see the Nilotomer,a ey pearing 
mature negro boy, of a very black hue, was 
offered me by his master for forty Napo- 
leons (£31 15s.) I have seen others for 
sale in Cairo. 

It is undoubtedly true that public auc- 
tions of slaves do not take place in Alex- 
andria or Cairo ; but a man told me that, 
on certain days of each week, they do have 
antah, a 
station on the railroad between Alexandria 


' and Cairo. How true this statement may 
_ be Iam unable to say, but as long as slaves 


are owned in a country they will be made 

subjects of sale, either in public or private. 

None here will deny that slaves are owned 
by hundreds in Cairo and in Alexandria, 

My guide in Alexandria told me that if 

I hed ee a slave I could go to an Eeyp- 

e 


then, if my 


paid for my slave from the Government. 
A nice story is now told about The 
Khedive granting £100,000 to be used in 
abolishing slavery up the Nile, far beyond 
Egypt. Wh not begin that kindly work 
in Egypt ? it is an acknowledged fact that 
the Khedive has three or four hundred slaves. 
Everybody knows that in Cairo hundreds 
of slaves are to be seen on the streets daily. 
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When the truth is known about the present 
project of abolishing slavery up the Nile, 
[am of the opinion that it will prove to 
be the annexation of more territory to 
Egypt. At least I think that is what the 
Khedive expects for his £100,000, while 
he simply allows slavery to shade itself 
beneath private sales, and remain ‘snugly 
in Egypt. 
I am, 
Very respectfully yours, 





THE WAR WITH THE ASHANTEES 
— THE SLAVE-TRADE AND 
SLAVERY. 


Tne War with Ashantee, as might be 
expected, has claimed our serious atten- 
tion. 

A careful examination of the subject has 
convinced us that the war was both un- 
necessary and unjust, and that it is the 





result of that flagrant disregard of the | 


plainest principles of justice and humanity 
which so generally characterises the deal- 
ings of the British Government with the 
weaker races of mankind. 

The Ashantee tribe, like the others con- 
tiguous to the West Coast of Africa, has 
suffered terrible demoralisation from the 
slave-trade formerly carried on by the vari- 
ous Christian nations, 

When Francis Moore lived among them, 
from 1720 to 1738, he ascertained that, 
previous to.the advent of white men among 
them to carry on the slave-trade, they hac 
good government, security of life and pro- 
perty, they were industrious and kind, 
they seldom “ye their menials, and 
they respected the rights of their neigh- 
bours. When, however, the Portugese, 
Spanish, and English nations introduced 
the slave-trade, all became changed. 

Sir Rich. Grave MacDonnell, K.C.M.G., 
C.B., late Governor of Hong Kong, in a 
paper read before the Fellows of the 
Colonial Institute, very justly remarks :— 
“The turbulence, moral degradation, and 
perpetual feuds generated by the slave- 
trade, still remain; and no sound or states- 
man-like view can be taken of the condi- 
tion of the nations on the West Coast 
which does not allow for the efforts to this 
day of that debasing trade. None of its 
mischiefs have operated more injuriously 
than in the general status of the family 
institution of domestic slavery. It has, 
thereby, degraded the whole social system 
of African life, and rendered the intro- 
<luction of civilising influences more dif- 
ficult.” 

Hence we are not surprised to know that, 
with such an example and such training, the 
Ashantees carry on the slave-trade ; thathalf 
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of the ———_ in the country are slaves, 
who are the chief victims of their cruel cus- 
toms ; and that to supply the demand for 
slaves, extensive sletechiads are organised, 

The war between England and Ashan- 
tee has also brought out with greater promi- 
nence the existence not only of an inter- 
tribal. slave-trade, but of the existence 
also of slavery and its recognition among 
the tribes protected by England,—and the 
English people are in consequence compro- 
mised by it. 

At the conclusion of the war between 
Russia and Khiva, the Russian General 
Kaufman induced the Khan of Khiva 
to abolish slavery altogether. 

The public will be curious to know what 
the British Government and Sir Garnet 
Wolseley have done in this matter. Has 
our Foreign Office followed the humane 
policy of Russia? or is the English nation 
to continue to recognize slavery? If it be 
true that Sir Garnet Wolseley required the 
King of the Ashantees to prohibit human 
sacrifices, surely he might have insisted on 
the abolition of a the slave-trade which 
destroys thousands of victims. 

The people on the West Coast of Africa 
have a special claim on us, as a nation, to 
assist them in freeing themselves from the 
evils which we have so largely contributed 
to introduce among them by the slave- 
trade. 


THE SLAVE-TRADE AND SLAVERY 
ON THE WEST COAST OF 
AFRICA.—MEMORIAL TO LORD 
CARNARVON, 


To tHe Rieut Hon. Lord CARNARVON, 
Her Magsesty’s Principat SECRETARY 
oF STATE FOR THE COLONIES. 


My Lorp,— The Committee of the 
British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society 
venture to call your Lordship’s serious 
attention to the prevalence of the slave- 
trade and slavery in the English Settle- 
ments, and among the West Coast tribes of 
Africa protected by the British Govern- 
ment, and also to the rendition of slaves to 
their claimants by British authorities. 

From statements which have been pub- 
lished, the correctness of which they have 
no reason to doubt, it ‘yo that 
slavery exists in the English Settlements 
on the Gold Coast of Africa, and is of 
the most hideous and revolting character. 
It is not only tolerated, but recognised and 
sanctioned by laws which are put in force by 
an English judge, to assist the slave owner 
in his claims for the rendition of the slave. 
Slaves are also bought and sold within the 
limits of the Gold Coast Settlements, and 
are constantly dragged from English vessels, 
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under the warrants of English authorities, 
to be returned to slavery. 

' Your Memoralists submit that the ex- 
istence of slavery under the British flag, 
and rendition of slaves by British autho- 
rity, is opposed both to the spirit and laws 
of the British constitution, and is a dis- 
honour to the British people, who would 
notsanction these proceedings, eitherin their 
own Settlements, or among those who enjoy 
the protection of their Government. 

Your Memorialists hope that whatever 
may be the settlement of affairs which may 
be determined upon with regard either to 
our Colonial dependencies, as the protected 
tribes on the West Coast of Africa, Her 
Majesty’s Government will steadily main- 
tain the policy it has so long pursued of 
securing the abolition of the slave-trade 
and slavery in those countries over which 
Great Britain has exercised control. 

We are, 

With great respect, 
JOSEPH COOPER, | 
RosBert ALsor, 
Epmunp Sturge, } 

3ENJAMIN MILLARD, Secretary. 

27, New Broad Street, London, 

25th, February, 1874 


Ton. 


Secs. 





REPLY. 
Downing Street, 
11th March, 1874. 

Sir,—I am directed by the Earl of Car- 
narvon to acknowledge the receipt of the 
letter of the 25th ultimo, in which the 
Committee of the British and Foreign 
Anti-Slavery Society direct his Lordship’s 
attention to the alleged prevalence of the 
slave-trade and slavery in the English Set- 
tlements on the West Coast of Africa. 

2. In reply I am to state that, as the 
Committee must be well aware, domestic 
slavery has existed from time immemorial 
as a social institution on the Gold Coast 
as well as in other parts of Africa. 

3. With regard to the statement that 
slaves “are constantly dragged from Eng- 
lish vessels, under the warrants of English 
authorities, to be returned to slavery,” Lord 
Carnarvon understands that, on a similar 
representation being made to his prede- 
cessor in this office, Lord Kimberley im- 
mediately referred to the Administrator of 
the Gold Coast for a report on the subject. 
A report was furnished on the 24th of De- 
cember by Mr. Marshall, the chief magis- 
trate and judicial assessor of the settle- 
ment, and a copy of it is now, by Lord 
Carnarvon’s direction, forwarded for the 
information of the Committee. 

4. I am to add that Lord Carnarvon will 


ANTI-SLAVERY REPORTER. 








be always ready to direct an investigation | 
into any other cases which the Committee | the authoritics in Natal, they called upon 
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may bring under his notice, provided that 

they furnish him with sufficient details to 

render such inquiry practical and efficient. 
I am, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 
W. T. Hontanp. 
To the Secretary to the Anti- 

Slavery Society. 


OUTRAGE OF JUSTICE ON ZULU 
WOMEN AND CHILDREN IN 
NATAL. 


THE following is the Memorial of the 
Committee of the British and Foreign Anti- 
Slavery Society to the Earl of Kimberley, 
with his Lordship’s reply, respecting the out- 
rages committed on the women and children 
of the Zulu people, by the Colonial autho- 
rities in Natal. As the Memorial sets forth 
the main facts, in the mildest language, 
and founded upon the reports sent by the 
Colonists themselves, it will be unnecessary 
to enter into particulars. While we do not 
in any way justify the breach of the law 
by Langalebalele, we cannot but severely 
condemn the cruel and unjustifiable con- 
duct of the military in deporting the 
women and children from their homes and 
lands, and parcelling them out to enforced 
servitude among the settlers. Such dis- 
graceful doings are sufficient to bring dis- 
honour on the British name, and to fill the 
natives with utter disgust for the white 
people whose might seems to be their law 
of right. We trust that these poor women 
and children will be at once restored to 
their liberty and their rights. 








MEMORIAL TO THE EARL OF 
KIMBERLEY. 


To THE RicgHt HONOURABLE THE EARL 
oF KIMBERLEY, HER MAJEsty’s PRIN- 
CIPAL SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE 
COLONIES. 


We feel it to be a duty to call your 
Lordship’s serious attention to some of the 
circumstances which have taken place in 
connection with the lamentable occurrences 
in the colony of Natal against the Zulu 
tribe. 

From the telegrams and public papers 
your Memorialists learn that, during the 
latter part of last year, many of the Zulu 
tribe settled on the Bushman's River, in 
the Colony of Natal, went to the diamond 
and gold fields, where they obtained from 
traders and others a supply of fire-arms, 
which, on their return to their settlement, 
they failed to register according to the 
law. 

On this coming to the knowledge of 
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the chief, Langalibalele, to cause the 
guns to be registered. This he failed 
to do, whereupon a military and police 
force was organised with a view to pro- 
ceed against the Zulu tribe, seize the 
guns and sg the chief. Resistance 
was offered, and three Carabineers were 
killed, the Zulus retired, eventually, before 
the overwhelming forces brought against 
them, and fled away among the rocks and 
— of the mountains, where many were 
shot. 

Meanwhile the military and other troops 
seized and carried away between eight and 
ten thousand head of cattle, the property of 
the offending tribe ; and fined a neighbour- 
ing chief two thousand head of cattle, on 
the charge of complicity with Langalibalele. 
In addition to this they seized as many as 
one thousand and five hundred women and 
children, the mothers, wives, sisters, and 
children of the Zulus, carried them away, 
and afterwards apprenticed them out among 
the settlers in distant parts of the country. 

While your Memorialists do not in an 
way justify the breach of the law which 
requires the registration of fire-arms, they 
cannot but regard the proceedings of the 
authorities, in many respects, as a violation 
of those principles of justice which should 
ever be observed, even in war with un- 
civilised tribes. More particularly, how- 
ever, would your Memorialists submit that, 
in taking away the means of existence, and 
then seizing the women and children, car- 
rying them away, and parcelling them out 
to enforced servitude, a course has been 
pursued utterly unworthya civilised people, 
and one which bears a strong resemblance 
to the slave-hunts among the savage tribes 
in Central Africa. 

Your Memorialists earnestly entreat that, 
so far as the women and children are con- 
cerned, your Lordship will not only with- 
hold your sanction of their seizure, and 
their forcible deportation from their settle- 
ments, but that you will be pleased to in- 
struct that the captives shall be set at li- 
berty and restored to their homes. By these 
means only your Memorialists believe that 
the British nation will be saved from the 
further disgrace and dishonour of acts, of 
which slave-hunting and slave-holding na- 
tions will not be slow to take advantage. 

With respect, 
e are, 

On behalf of the Committee of the Bri- 

tish and Foregn Anti-Slavery Society, 
JOSEPH COOPER, ? 
{DMUND STURGE, 
Rosert ALsop, ) 
BENJAMIN MILLARD, Sec. 
27, New Broad Street, London, 
January 20th, 1874. 


Hon Sees. 
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REPLy, 


Downtne STREET, 

26th January, 1874. 

GENTLEMEN,—I am directed by the Earl 
of Kimberley to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 20th instant, on the sub- 
ject of the late conflict with Zulus at Natal. 
With regard to the statement as to the 
seizure by the military authorities of 
women and children, and their distribution 
and apprenticeship in distant parts of the 
country, I am to request that you will 
inform the Committee of the Anti-Slavery 
Society that Lord Kimberley has at present 
no means of judging how far this state- 
ment is correct, but that his Lordship wil 
desire the Natal Government to furnish 
him with a full explanation of all that 


has taken place with respéct to these 
women and children. 
Iam, 
Gentlemen, 


Your obedient Servant, 
H. T. Hoiianp. 





APPEAL FOR AID TO ERECT A 
CHURCH, SCHOOLS, AND PUBLIC 
DISPENSARY ON THE LATE 
SLAVE-MARKET AT ZANZIBAR. 


Srr,—May I call the attention of your readers 
to the present state of the Slave-Market at 
Zanzibar ? 

Closed last year by Sir Bartle Frere, the open 
space has been secured to “The Universities’ 
Mission to Central Africa,” and the houses and 
huts that surround it on three sides have been 
purchased. Of these some have been cleared 
away, and last Christmas Day the foundation- 
stone of a Christian church was laid by Captain 
Prideaux, Her Majesty’s acting Consul-General, 
in the presence of nearly all the European re- 
sidents, and a great crowd of natives. 

One of the largest mud-houses has been 
cleared out, and used for a public school, and, 
also, as a temporary church, the services at 
which have been densely crowded. Besides 
these alterations it is proposed to build a 
Public Dispensary, at which Dr. Robt, Her 
Majesty’s Consular-Surgeon, !has kindly pro- 
mised to attend daily, and over it will be the 
new school for our orphaned girls, who now 
number twenty-three; the boys, of whom we 
have about forty-five, being at Kungani. But 
for this great work we are entirely dependent 
on the voluntary donations of friends at home, 
which have not reached more than £800, and 
£3,500 is at least required. 

The Bishop of Oxford, Sir Bartle Frere and 
Dr. Kirk, and others, form the Building Com- 
mittee, and any donations will be received by 
the Hon. Secretary, the Rev. W. F. Capel, 


| Cramleigh, Guildford, and I shall be happy to 
| do the same, and give any further information 


in my power. 
Arrnur Nucentr WEst. 
Albourne Place, near Hurstpierpoint, 1874. 
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DR. LIVINGSTONE. 
Dr. Livinestone is dead, and it devolves 
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upon us to pen a few lines of obituary, and | 


to pay our meed of tribute to the great 


for the weal of Africa. 
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Livingstone, a brave endeavour was made 
by Bishop Makenzie and party to establish 
a mission in Central Africa, the sad story 
of which is but too well known. The slave- 
traders had preceded the English party, 
had overrun the country, carrying destruc- 
tion and desolation everywhere. Complica- 
tions arose in which the mission-party 


_ were involved ; the Bishop and several of 
and good man who has sacrificed himself | 


Under the circum- | 


stances it is a mournful satisfaction we feel | 


in undertaking this task. 

Who would have thought that, in the 
little“ piecer” of ten summers and winters 
in the cotton mills of Blantyre, there were 
elements of character which would unfold 
themselves into qualities that were to com- 
mand the admiration of the world? Little 
“ Davie” was at God’s school; in the 
poverty and hardship of his lot he was 
training for the great work to which he 
was afterwards to be called. He was, we 
are told, a thoughtful boy—gentle, kind- 
hearted, and obliging. 

For ten years he was doomed to follow 
his humble calling ; but the occupation 
was insufficient to engage his faculties and 
to satisfy his mind ; he yearned for higher 
things ; and, though so unfavourably situ- 
ated, he devoted himself to the cultivation 
of his intellect. 

Having determined to be a missionary, 
he presented himself, in the year 1838, 
before the Directors of the London Mis- 
sionary Society for service, and being ac- 


cepted, after spending two more years in | 
study, he was assigned to the South African | 


Mission. In 1840 he landed at Cape Town, 
and proceeded at once to Kuruman station, 


then under the joint care of Messrs. Hamil- | 


ton and Moffatt. Marrying Miss Moffat in 
1844, thereby, as he himself observes, put- 
ting hie best spoke into his wheel, he com- 
menced that career of exploration in which 
he has accomplished so much. Thrice he 
crossed or rounded the Kalahari desert, and 
thrice he was compelled by circumstances 
to retire upon Kolobeng, Kuruman, and 
Cape Town, respectively. But nothing 
could quench his ardour, and for the fourth 
time, in 1851, he set out for the north. Now 


for a long period he was lost sight of ; but | 


after incredible hardships and difficulties 
he reached Loanda, on the West Coast, in 
1854. Having promised that he would 
take care of his faithful Makololo and to 
see them safely back, he returned with 
them achieving the marvellous feat of 
crossing the continent from west to east. 
He reached England in 1856. 


his party died ; and the rest were compelled 
to beat a retreat. In 1862 the heroic wife 
of Dr. Livingstone died, and those that 
remained of his party were compelled to 
leave him through ill-health, but he con- 
tinued his work alone. Exploration 
proceeded satisfactorily, but all his schemes 
for the welfare of the people were frustrated 
by the doings of the slave-hunters. The 
country was depopulated ; the villages were 
burnt to the ground ; the plantations were 
destroyed ; the soil was bestrewn with the 
bones of the victims; and hyenas and 
crocodiles had fattened upon their flesh 
Baffled on every hand Dr. Livingstone was 
recalled, and he reached England at the 
close of the year. 

But in 1866 he is in Africa again, at 
Zanzibar, and had soon commenced his 
last great work. A long silence ensued, 
which continued till Mr. Stanley brought 
back the cheering intelligence that the 
Doctor was alive and well. Then once 
more all became quiet, and now, at length 
we are informed that Dr. Livingstone is 
dead. Africa has lost her greatest friend. 

His achievements as an explorer are 
stupendous. Moreover, it is not as an ex- 
explorerand man of science that Dr. Living- 
stone commands our highest admiration, 
but as aphilanthropist. The two controlling 
passions of Dr. Livingstone’s soul were 
sympathy for the Africans and a desire to 
redress their wrongs. He believed them 
to be men—degraded, it is true—but pos- 
sessing all the characteristics of true hu- 
manity, and so capable of high and noble 
attainments. In his description of them 
he does not ignore their degradation ; he 
admits it; but instead of moving his con- 
tempt, it excited his profoundest pity. He 
believed in a higher destiny forthe Africans, 
and his noble ambition was to help them in 
its attainment. He found the country the 
prey of a monstrous evil which was drain- 
ing it of the objects of his charity ; which 
was crushing out their manhood, and car- 
rying them —— the reach of evangelical 
endeavour ; that evil was—slavery. He 


| felt strongly resolved, in the strength of 
_ God, to probe the evil to the very core, 


In March | 


1858 he left England once more for the | 
exploration of the Zambezi, an expedition | 


which was attended with much toil, suffer- 
ing, and death. With the help of Dr. 


to expose its abomination, to hold it up to 
execration, and to leave nothing undone 
in order to effect its destruction. 

Had Dr. Livingstone been spared to 
return to his native country, his earnest 
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voice would have been raised against the 
evil of slavery, as being the root of the 
slave-trade. Nothing less than universal 
emancipation would have satisfied his 
large and philanthropic heart. In his 
last letter it will be remembered that Dr. 
Livingstone avowed, in language the most 
unmistakable, his supreme anxiety for the 
destruction of the institution of slavery 
itself. “If,” said he, “I am permitted in 
any way to promote its suppression I shall 
not grudge the time and toil I have spent. It 
would be better to lessen human woe than to 
discover the sources of the Nile.” 

Alas, in the struggle with this gigantic 
wrong, he has fallen! But, if we mistake 
not, his death will speak to his country- 
men in louder and more commanding ac- 
cents than he could have done even by his 
living voice ; there is a pathos about the 
circumstances of his death that cannot be 
lost ; it comes to us with almost irresistible 
force, appealing for the completion of the 
work to which he has fallen a martyr ; and 
crying to those who have it in their power 
to set the captive free. 


MEMORIAL TO THE EMPEROR 
OF RUSSIA. 


WueEn the Committee of the British and 
Foreign Anti-Slavery Society learned that, 
on the occupation of the Khanate of Khiva, 
the Russian General had used his influence 
in favour of liberty, and had induced the 
Khan to decree the immediate abolition of 
the slave-trade and slavery throughout 
Khiva, they conveyed their sentiments in 
the following Memorial to the Emperor of 
Russia, who has set a worthy example to 
his brother-sovereigns in Europe and Asia. 
We give also the text of the important 
document to which the Memorial refers. 


To His IMPERIAL MAJesty ALEXANDER, | 


THE SECOND, EMPEROR OF ALL THE 
RussIas. 

May IT PLEASE THE EmMpreror,— The 
Committee of the British and Foreign 
Anti-Slavery Society, established many 
vears ago for the purpose of promoting 
by moral and pacific means the extinction 
of Slavery and the Slave-trade throughout 
the world, have learnt with great satisfac- 
tion that Slavery has been abolished in 
the Khanate of Khiva, at the instance of 
Russia. 

The Committee are not unmindful that, 
at the Congress of Vienna, in 1815, His 
Imperial Majesty, Alexander the First, 
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took a foremost position among the 
European powers there represented, in 
denouncing the Slave-trade. The declara- 
tion there framed on this subject bears 
among the first of its signatures the dis- 
tinguished name of Count Neselrode, on 
behalf of Russia. These sentiments were 
again solemnly recorded at the Congress 
of Verona, in 1822, but it chiefly rested 
with the maritime powers to carry them 
into effect. It is therefore the more grati- 
fying to your Memorialists that on the first 
occasion on which Your Imperial Majesty’s 
Government has been called upon to deal 





| with the Slave-trade it has so promptly 
| fulfilled the pledges then given on behalf 
| of your illustrious predecessor. 

The Committee feel assured that the 
Khanate will largely benefit by the re- 
moval of an institution which has proved 
a curse in every country where it has 
found a place. 

Liberty is the absolute right of all those 
who have not forfeited their claim to it by 
crime. 


Although the Memorialists do not com- 
pare the ancient serfdom of Russia with 
modern Slavery, they believe it was the 
great principle that men have a Divine 
right to personal liberty which formerly 
induced your Imperial Majesty to enfran- 
chise the serfs throughout your dominions 
which has moved you to employ your 
beneficent influence on behalf of the slaves 
in Khiva. 


By those means you have proved yourself 





| a benefactor of mankind, and have earned 
| for your name and reign an imperishable 


renown. 

The Committee:of the British and Fo- 
reign Anti-Slavery Society beg to offer 
to your Imperial Majesty their most 
grateful thanks for what you have accom- 
plished, and the expression of their sincere 
desire that the blessing of the Most High 
may rest upon you and — all the 
| members of the Imperial family. 

On behalf of the Committee of the 
British and Foreign Anti-Slavery 
Society, 

Weare, 
With great respect, 
JOSEPH COOPER, 
EDMUND StTuURGE, si 
ROBERT ALSOP, ‘ 


BENJAMIN MILLARD, Sec. 
27, New Broad Street, E.C., London, 





November 25th, 1873. 
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DECLARATION 


Des 8 Cours, relative a [Abolition Univer- 
selle de la Traite des Negres.—Vtenne, de 
. 8 Février, 1815. 


“Les Plénipotentiariesdes Puissancesqui 
ont signé le Traité de Paris du 30 Mai, 
1814, réunis en Conference :—Ayant pris 
en considération, que le Commerce connu 
sous le nom de Traité des Négres d’ Afrique 
a été envisagé les Hommes justes et 
éclairés de tous les tems, comme répugnant 
aux principes d’humanité et de la morale 
universelle ; que les circonstances parti- 
culiéres auxquelles ce Commerce a df sa 
naissance, et la difficulté d’en interrompre 
brusquement le cours, ont ee couvrir jus- 
qu’ un certain point ce quil y avoit d’odi- 
eux dans sa conservation, mais quenfin la 
voix publique s’est élevée dans tous les Pays 
civilisés pour demander qu'il soit supprimé 
le plutét possible ; que depuis que le carac- 
tire et les détails de ce Commerce ont été 
mieux connus, et les maux de toute espéce 
qui ’accompagnent complétement dévoillés, 
plusieurs des Gouvernemens Européens ont 
pris en effet la résolution de la faire cesser, 
et que successivement toutes les Puissances 
possédant des Colonies dans les différentes 
parties du Monde ont reconnu, soit par des 
Actes Législatifs, soit par des Traités et 
autres Engagemens formels, l’obligation et la 
nécessité de Tabolir; que par un Article 
Séparé du dernier Traite de Paris, la 
Grande Bretagne et la France se sont en- 
gagées & réunir leurs efforts au Congrés 
de Vienne pour faire prononcer par toutes 
les Puissances de la Chrétienté labolition 
universelle et définitive de la Traite des 
Négres ; que les Plénipotentiaires rassem- 
blés dans ce Congris ne sauroient mieux 
honorer Jeur Mission, remplir leur devoir, 
et manifester les principes qui guident leurs 
Augustes Souverains,, qu’ens travaillant a 
réaliser cet engagement, et en proclamant 


au nom de leurs Souverains, le veu de 


mettre un terme ’ un fléau qui a si long 


tems désolé Afrique, dégradé Europe, et | 


atfligé I'humanité :—les dits Plénipoten- 
tiaires sont convenus d’ouvrir leurs déli- 
bérations sur les moyens d’accomplir un 
objet aussi salutaire, par une Déclaration 
solemnelle des principes qui les ont dirige 
dans ce travail. 

“ En conséquence et dilement autorisés 
cet Acte par adhesion unanime de leurs 
Cours respectives au principe énoncé dans 
le dit Article Séparé du Traité de Paris, 
ils déclarent & la face de l'Europe, que re- 
gardant l’abolition universelle de la Traité 
les Néegres comme une mesure particuliére- 
ment digne de leur attention, conforme a 
esprit du siécle, et aux principes généreux 
de leurs Augustes Souverains ils sont 
animés du desir sincére de concourir a 
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l'exécution la plus prompte et la plus effi- 
cace de cette mesure, par tous les moyens a 
leur disposition, et d’agir dans l’emploi de 
ces moyens avec tout le ztle et toute la 

rsévérance, qu’ils doivent & une aussi 
grande et belle Cause. 

“Trop instruits toutefois des sentimens: 
de leurs Souverains, pour ne pas prévoir, 
que quelqw’ honorable que soit leur bat, ils 
ne le pour suivront pas sans de justes 
ménagemens pour les intéréts, les habitudes 
et les préventions mémes de leurs Sujets ;. 
les dits Plénipotentiaires reconnoissent en 
méme tems que cette Déclaration générale 
ne sauroit préjuger le terme que chaque 
Puissance en particulier pourroit envisager 
comme le plus convenable pour l’abolition 
definitive du Commerce des N egres :—Par 
conséquent la détermination del’epoque od 
ce Commerce doit universellement cesser 
sera un objet de Négociation entre les 
Puissances ; bien entendu que l’on ne nég- 
ligera aucun moyen propre & en assurer et 
4 en accélérer la marche; et que l’engage- 
ment réciproque contracté par la présente 
Déclaration entre les Souverains qui y ont 
pris part, ne sera considéré comme rempli 
quau moment oi un succts complet aura 
couronné leurs efforts réunis. 

“En portant cette Déclaration 4 la con- 
noissance de l'Europe, et de toutes les 
Nations civiliseés de la terre, les dits Pléni- 
potentiaries se flattent d’engager tous les 
autres Gouvernemens, et notamment, ceux 
qui, en abolissant la Traité des Négres, ont 
manifesté déji les memes sentimens, a les 
appuyer de leur suffrage dans une Cause 
dont le triomphe final sera un des plus 
beaux monumens du siécle qui l’a em- 
brassée et qui Vaura glorieusement ter- 
minée. 

“ Vienne, le 8 Février, 1815. 


“ CASTLEREAGH. PALMELLA. 
Stewart, Lieut-Gen. SALDANHA. 
WELLINGTON. Loso. 
NESSELRODE. HvuMBOLDT. 


METTERNICH. 
TALLEYRAND.” 


C. LOWENHIELM. 
Gomez LABRADOR. 


—— 


RESOLUTIONS 


Relatives i UT Abolition de la Traite des 
Nigres, adoptées a la Conférence, du 28 
Novembre, 1822. 

“ Les Plenipotentiaires d’Autriche, de 
France, de la Grande Bretagne, de Prusse, 
et de Russie, réunis en Congres 4 Vérone- 
Considérant-Que Leurs Augustes Souve- 
rains ont pris part 4 la Déclaration du 8 
Février, 1815, par laquelle les Puissances 
reunis en Congres de Vienne ont proclaimé 
i la face de Europe leur Résolution in- 
variable de faire cesser le Commerce connu 
sous le nom de la Traite des Négres 
d'Afrique. 
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“‘ Considérant de plus-que malgré cette 
Déclaration, et en dépit des Mesures Légis- 
latives dont Elle 4 été suivie dans plusieurs 
Pays, et des différens Traités conclus depuis 
la dite époque entre les Puissances Mari- 
times, ce Commerce solennellement pro- 
scrit, a continué jusqu & ce jour, qu'il a 
gagné en intensité ce qu'il peut avoir perdu 
en étendue, quil a pris méme un caractére 
plus ordieux et plus funeste par la nature 
des moyens aux quels ceux qui l’exercent 
sont forcés d’avoir recours. 

“ Que les causes d’un abus aussi revoltant 
se trouvent principalement dans les pra- 
tiques frauduleuses, moyennant lesquelles 
les Entrepreneurs de ces spéculations con- 
damnables éludent les Lois de leurs Pays, 
déjouent la surveillance des batimens em- 

loyés pour arréter le cours de leurs 
iniquités, et couvrent les opérations crimi- 
nelles dont les milliers d’étres humains 
deviennent, d’année en année les innocentes 
victimes. 

“Que les Puissances de l'Europe sont 
appelées par leurs engagemens antérieurs, 
autant que par un devoir sacré 4 chercher 
les moyens les plus eflicaces pour prévenir 
un Trafic, que VGih les Lois de la presque 
totalité des Pays Civilisés ont déclareé illicite 
et coupable, et pour punir rigoureusement 
ceux qui le poursuivent, en contravention 
manifeste de ces Lois. 

* Ont reconnu la nécessité de vouer l’at- 
tention la plus sérieuse 4 un objet d’aussi 
grande importance pour le bien et ’honneur 
de Vhumanité, et declarent en conséquence, 
au nom de Leurs Augustes Souverains. 

“ Qu’ils persistent invariablement dans 
les principes et les sentimens que ces Sou- 
verains. 

“ Quwiils persistent invariablement dans 
les principes et les sentimens que ces Sou- 
verains, ont manifesté par la Déclaration 
du 8 Février, 1815, Qwils n’ont pas cessé, 
et ne cesseront jamais de regarder le Com- 
merce des Négres, comme—‘ Un Filéau, 
qui a trop long-tems desolé l’Afrique, dé- 
gradé YEurope, et affligé Phumanité,’ et 
Quwils sont préts 4 concourir 4 tout ce qui 
pourra assurer et accélérer ? Abolition com- 
pléte et définitive de ce Commerce. 

“ Qu’afin de donner effet 4 cette Décla- 
ration renouvelée, leurs Cabinets respectifs 
se liveront avec empressement i l’examen 
de toute Mesuré compatible avec leurs 
droits et les intérets de leurs Sujets, pour 
amener un résultat, constatant, aux yeux 
du Monde la sincérité de leurs veeux et de 
leurs efforts, en faveur d’une Cause digne 
de leur sollicitude commune.” 
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THE SLAVE-TRADE AND SLAVERY 
IN AFFGHANISTAN. 


Pustic attention is being called, and 
will hereafter no doubt be earnestly di- 
rected to, Affghanistan, a country in Central 
Asia, extending from 30 to 40 degrees 
north latitude, and from about the 60th 
to 70th degree east longitude, and lyin 
between British India on one side, an 
Khiva, Bokhara and Persia on the north 
and western boundaries. Political relation- 
ship has for some time existed between the 
British Government and the Ameer, who 
at present receives annually twelve lacs, or 
£120,000, and a large supply of English 
sniders and other fire-arms, as a subsidy. 
This gives the British people an additional 
interest in the pwcieel i of the Ameer 
Shere Ali, especially when they learn that, 
throuyh this yearly grant, he and his chiefs 
are enabled successfully to carry on an 
extensive slave-trade. 

From documents kindly furnished by 
Dr. G. W. Leituer, The Principal of the 
Government College in Lahore, it appears 
that the Ameer and his chiefs carry on the 
trade in human beings chiefly in three 
ways. First, They levy a certain portion 
of the revenues by a contribution of so 
many men per village in certain dis- 
tricts ; Second, By the purchase of people 
who have been kidnapped by the hill- 
chiefs, or by private Affghan speculators 
from the districts of Kafiristan, Kabul- 
Hazara &c.&c., and, Third, by the purchase 
of subjects sold by their own rulers, such 
as the Mir of Maimana; the Ruler of 
Chitral, &c. &e. 

Till recently almost the whole of Cen- 
tral Asia was exposed to the expeditions 
of men-stealers, and fearful devastations 
were committed. When Russia, however, 
conquered Bokhara and Khiva, the Emperor 
at onee nobly used his influence to suppress 
the slave-trade and slavery throughout 
these Khanates. Since then the trade in 
these parts is carried on mostly by the 
Affghan and other chiefs. 

he slave-hunts are at times conducted 
on a very extensive scale, as may be seen 
from the circumstance that the late Go- 
vernor of Faizabad, Mir Ghulam Bey, had 
eight thousand horse in his employ whose 
only occupation was to scour the country 
for the purpose of kidnapping. Hence we 
are prepared to find that, every month, 
slaves come in by bands of twenties, forties, 
and hundreds, and the devastated villages 
are the scenes of heartrending misery. 

Among other tribes is one which is the 
special object of the kidnapping expeditions, 
inasmuch as the women and children are 
highly valued as inmates of the harems, 
The Siah Posh Kafirs are supposed to be 
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the descendants of a colony of white people 
planted in the Hindu Kush Mountains by 
Alexander the Great when he invaded 
India. They are reported to have some 
notions of Christianity, in which they have 
received further instruction by native Chris- 
tians, who have attempted to evangelise 
them. These people are surrounded by a 
belt of Mohammedans, who have syste- 
matically kidnapped them, and sold their 
captives into slavery. So long as these 
slave-hunters essed the ordinary wea- 
ons used by the Affghans, the Siah Posh 
afirs strove nobly to resist the attacks to 
carry them and their families into bondage. 
Since, however, the Ameer has received 
the annual subsidy from the Indian Gov- 
ernment, the latest improved fire-arms have 
been distributed among these man-stealers, 
the contest has become unequal, and it is 
feared that the entire tribe of Kafirs, num- 
bering over 300,000 souls, will be subdued 
and enslaved. Thus money and weapons 
of war—supplied by the British people,who 
have spent millions and made great sacri- 
fices to suppress this hated trade, in West 
and Eastern Africa and elsewhere,—are 
being used by the Ameer Shere Ali and his 
chiefs, to carry it on in Central Asia. 

It is lamentable to know that throughout 
the territory slave-marts are established. 
In Cabool, Badakhshan, Rostak, Candahar, 
Kunduz, Maimana, Mazar-Sharif, Herat, 
and other places, serais, or slave-marts, 
are found, where human beings are sold 
like cattle. 

In future numbers we may have to sub- 
mit further particulars to our readers. 
Meanwhile we trust the attention of the 
English people and of the Government will 
be directed to this matter, and that earnest 
efforts will be made to induce the Ameer 
to abolish slavery and the slave-trade in his 
dominions. 

Russia, in her policy with regard toslavery 
and the slave-trade in Khiva, has set a 
noble example to our Government, who 
have now a fine opportunity of showing 
that, in the cause of y 
not behind any European power, and that, 


wherever her influence reaches, the slave- | 


trade and sec must, as a necessary con- 
sequence, cease for ever to exist. 


MEMORIAL TO THE MARQUIS OF 
SALISBURY on tHE SLAVE-TRADE 
anp SLAVERY in AFFGHANISTAN. 


To THE RiGgut HONOURABLE THE MARQUIS 
oF Sauispury, Her Magesty’s PrInci- 
PAL SECRETARY OF STATE FOR INDIA. 


My Lorpv,—The Committee of the British 
and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society beg re- 
spectfully to call your Lordship’s attention 
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tothe slave-trade and slavery, as existing 
very extensively throughout the Affghan 
territories, the Ameer of which receives 
annually a large subsidy from the British 
Indian Government. 

Your Memorialists are informed that 
slave-marts, some of which are very large, 
are found in most of the principal cities, 
where the slaves are bought and sold like 
cattle, while at times the most revolting 
cruelties are practised. 

To meet the demand for slaves, raids are 
made by the Ameer’s soldiers on adjacent 
territory, and by merchants and traders on 
the weaker tribes near Chitral, the Hindu 
Kush, and other localities. These slave- 
hunts are carried out on a very extensive 
scale, as may be instanced in the case of 
a late Governor of Faizabad, Mir Ghulam 
Bey, who had eight thousand horse in his 
employ, whose only occupation was to 
scour the country for the purpose of kid- 
napping. The Sunni merchants of Badakh- 
shan also capture all whom they can seize, 
and not only sell the shiahs, who are con- 
sidered infidels, and therefore legitimate 
subjects for sale, but also compel their 
Sunni co-religionists to undergo the severest 
torments to induce them to avow them- 
selves shiahs and so become liable for sale. 

Your Memorialists would especially and 
earnestly solicit your Lordship’s attention 
to the slave-hunts by the Affghans against 
the Siah Posh Kafirs, — to be a 
colony of about three hundred thousand 
white persons planted in the Hindu Kush 
mountains by Alexander the Great, and to 
possess some knowledge of the Christian 
religion, in which they have been further 
instructed by native Christian evangelists. 


| These people have had to suffer lamentably 


1umanity, they come | 


from the kidnapping expeditions of the 
Affghans. 

our Memorialists learn that, so long as 
their invaders possessed only the rrtgg -d 
weapons of the country, the Siah Posh 
Kafirs resisted the forces of the Affghan 
chiefs. Since, however, the Ameer has 
become a feudatory of the Indian Govern- 


| ment, and received yearly large sums of 





money, and several thousands of the latest 
improved fire-arms, it is feared the colony 
will eventually be subdued and. enslaved ; 
a calamity the more to be deplored, as it 
will thus be brought about by the aid 
afforded to a Mahommedan ruler from a 
Christian nation whose policy has been to 
exterminate the slave-trade and slavery 
wherever found. 

Your Memorialists would also observe, 
that the said raid against the Siah Posh 
Kafirs, and their consequent retaliation on 
Mahommedan travellers, renders the roads 
in the direct ronte between Turkistan and 
the Punjab so insecure as to stop commer- 
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cial intercourse altogether, or to compel | 
merchants and traders to make a long de- | 


tour, either vid Yarkand or Kabul, in their | 


journeys, involving a serious loss of time 
and property. 

Your Memorialists learn with much satis- 
faction that since His Imperial Majesty 
the Emperor of Russia has been pleased 
to induce the Khans of Khiva and Bok- 
hara to suppress the slave-trade and slavery 
in their territories, a very great check has 


been given to the slave-hunts in the ex-  Jearn that, on December 27th, 1873, a pro- 


posed districts, 

Your Memorialists respectfully submit 
that, as the Ameer, Sheer Ali, is a feuda- 
tory of, and is in the receipt annually of 
a considerable subsidy of money and arms 


| 


from, Her Majesty’s Government in India, | 


that his attention should be called to the 
subject, and that Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment should usetheir influence, as promptly 
as practicable, with the Sovereign of Aff- 
hanistan for the extinction of slavery in 
his dominions. 

In thus respectfully urging this import- 
ant subject on the attention of your Lord- 
ship, the Committee feel assured that the 
object they have in view will meet with 
your Lordship’s sympathy and interest, 
and with that of the British nation at 
large. 

On behalf of the Committee of the 
British and Foreign Anti-Slavery 
Society, 

We are, very respectfully, 
JosEPH COOPER, 
EpmvunpD Sturges, 
Ropert ALsop, 
BENJAMIN MILLARD, Sec. 

27, New Broad Street, London, 

12th March, 1874. 





REPLY. 
India Office, March 18th, 1874. 

GENTLEMEN,-—I beg to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of yesterday’s date, 
calling attention to the slave-trade and 
slavery alleged to exist very extensively 
throughout the Affghan territories, and re- 
questing that the attention of the Ameer 
of Affghanistan may be called to the sub- 
ject, with the view to the extinction of 
slavery in his dominions. 

In reply, I have to assure you that I 
fully sympathise with the views expressed 
in your letter, a copy of which I will at 
once forward to the Government of India, 
with a request that they will furnish me 
with a full report on the subject. 

I am, Gentlemen, 
Your obedient Servant, 
SALISBURY. 
The Honorary Secretaries of The British and 
Foreign Anti-Slavery Society. 
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THE MACAO COOLIE TRADE. 
SUPPRESSED. 


EaRty in January, intelligence arrived 
that the eminent Portuguese statesman, 
Signor Andrade Corvo, who is at present 
chief of the Colonial Department in Portu- 
gal, had sent instructions to the Governor 
of Macao to close the China coolie trade 
thence to Cuba, Peru, &c. & We now 


clamation was published prohibiting the 
trade from March 27th, 1874. This has 
caused surprise and consternation. We 
are told that many brokers who had re- 
ceived advances had their agreements can- 
celled, The “fantan” houses, with one or two 
exceptions, closed their doors, and many of 
the barracoon men were dismissed. The 
fearful extent of this horrible trade may 
be seen by the fact that upwards of 300 
houses are to be vacated, and about 40,000 
persons will be thrown out of employment 
by the suppression of this nefarious trattic. 
Earnest efforts will be made by the planters 
in Cuba and Peru, and by the unprincipled 
men in Macao, to renew this trade under 
another form. We trust, however, that 
the Portuguese authorities will be firm in 
preventing a resumption of the trade in 
any shape. The thanks of the civilised 
world are due to them for having wiped 
outa terrible stain from the Portuguese flag, 
and for having closed a trade that doomed 
thousands to a miserable life and an un- 
timely grave. 





—a— - ————————————— 


SLAVERY IN CUBA. 


EXTRACTS FROM THE MINUTES OF THE 
MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE 
BRITISH AND FoREIGN ANTI-SLAVERY 
SocIETY, HELD ON FRIDAY AFTERNOON, 
JANUARY 2, 1874. 


“THe Committee has again had their 
attention called to the continuance of 
slavery ih Cuba, which is still the fruitful 
source of crimes which dishonour Spain, 
and shock the civilised world. 

“ When the Republic was established in 
Spain, composed as it was of so many 
eminent men who had distinguished them- 
selves by their advocacy of total and im- 
mediate emancipation, it was generally 
believed that slavery would be forthwith 
abolished. To its honour it did abolish 
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slavery. in Porto Rico, from which the 
happiest consequences have followed. 

“The bentits which that measure has 
secured for all the parties concerned, are 
mainly to be attributed to these two pro- 
visions: First, the act was to come into 
force immediately on its being passed by 
the Cortes ; and, second, the emancipated 
slave was henceforth empowered to choose 
his own master, 

“A bill for emancipation in Cuba was 
promised at that time, but not produced ; 
and although the Republic has now been 
established nearly twelve months nothing 
has been done. 

“For this delay, and all the deplorable 
results which have followed, the Commit- 
tee submit that no satisfactory reason can 
be given, inasinuch as nearly all the emi- 
nent men in power, in an address to the 
Senate, in 1872, pleaded the justice and 
expediency of immediate emanciption, and 
emphatically declared their solemn con- 
viction that the abolition of slavery was a 
measure highly political to end the insur- 
rection in Cuba. 

“ Rumours have reached this Committee 
that certain parties contemplate the ado 
tion of an apprenticeship, in place of the 
long-promised measure of complete and 
unconditional emancipation. ow, ap- 
inne in a country where slavery 

as existed is slavery still, though under 
another name ; and where it has been tried 
the results have in every instance involved 
aggravated oppression. 

“On this ground, and for many other 
reasons, this Committee will rejoice to hear 
that the rumour alluded to is false, and 
that a not less just and wise measure as 
that passed for Porto Rico, may be enacted 
or Cuba. 

“ The Secretaries are directed to send a 
copy of this minute to each of the follow- 
ing eminent men who signed the address 
to the Senate in 1872, viz., Senores Fer- 
nando De Castro ; Francisco Pi y Margall ; 
Joaquin M. Sanroma ; Gabriel Rodriquez ; 
Rafael M. de Labra; Emilio Castlelar ; 
Manuel Ruiz de Quevedo; Francisco Giner; 
Estanislao Figueras ; Francisco Diaz Quin- 
tero; Jose Fernando Gonzalez; Luis Padial; 
Manuel Regidor ; Rafael Cervera; Eduardo 
Chao; Bernardo Garcia; Luis Vidart; Nico- 
las Salmeron; Felix de Bona; Francisco 
Delgado Jugo; Julio Vizcarrando; Ricardo 
Lager Vazquez; F. Facundo Cintron.” 

rue extracts from the minutes, 
BenJ. Mituarp, Secretary. 
British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, 
27, New Broad Street, Jan, 6, 1874. 
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CUBA-—ITS UNSETTLED STATE. 


Our Havana correspondence represents the 
condition of affairs in Cuba as utterly disor- 
ganized and chaotic, and the feeling of the 
people as desperate. The successes of the 
insurgents in the interior, accompanied by the 
discouraging reports from Spain, have demo- 
ralized the rulers and disheartened the Spanish 
residents. Everything seems to point to the 
eventual success of the insurrection. In the 
present condition of affairs in Spain no rein- 
forcements can be expected; the Volunteers 
refuse to go to the front, asserting that they 
are enlisted only as a home guard for the 
defence of the cities. It is an interesting fact 
that the people who applauded the summary 
execution of the Virginius prisoners, and who 
show no mercy to the Cuban insurgents when 
captured, are very much disgusted at the 
dispatch of Carlist prisoners and the war of 
extermination at home. Captain-General 
Jovellar has declared the island in a state of 
siege; has ordered the mobilization of one 
volunteer out of every ten for active service ; 
a paid system of vigilance committees in the 
interior; and the creation of a Junta for the 
inspection of war expenses. Among other 
orders is one directing owners of slaves to give 
up one in every hundred for work on defences; 
and another directing that the militia shall be 
divided into four classes, according to age, and 
that everybody shall be included in the militia, 
all to be liable to military duty under certain 
restrictions and conditions. General Jovellar’s 
proclamation, declaring the island in a state of 
siege, is regarded by the Cubanauthorities here 
as a most favourable accident for the Cuban 
cause. The recently-elected President Aguil- 
lera says he will join his constituents in the 
field as soon as he returns from New Orleans, 
which he will do in a few weeks. A telegram 
from Havana states that the Intendente has 
published the draft of a law requiring that 
one-fourth of all customs duties be paid in 
gold after April 1. The Gaceta will publish a 
decree revoking the export duty on gold, no- 
thing having been collected from that source, 
and the tax only operating as an incentive to 
fraud.—New York Tribune. 


THE CHINESE IN CUBA. 


Ir we may place reliance upon the state- 
ment of a Chinese emigrant recently re- 
turned from Havana—and it seems to bear 
the impress of truth—the Pekin authori- 
ties have not been a whit too forward in 
instituting a commission of inquiry into 
the condition and treatment of emigrants 
to the Antilles. Indeed, if their present 
action had occurred fifteen years ago, hun- 
dreds of lives would have been saved, and 
thousands of men, decoyed from their 
homes, would not now be unfortunate 
cripples, ever harping upon the horror 
and misery they experienced in the dark 
recesses of the Copper Mountains of Cuba. 
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PANG AKAN KIDNAPPED. 


referred to is named Pang Akan, and is a 
native of Secoy. In the last year of the 
reign of Hamfung, the then Chinese Em- 
veror, he was kidnapped and carried from 
facao, where, bound hand and foot, he 
suffered for days in the vile recesses of a 
barracoon. The manner in which “emi- 
grants” were then examined as to their 
willingness or otherwise to cross the sea in 
search of fortune was not very dissimilar 
from that now followed. The frightened 
gang were taken to the emigration office, 
and ostentatiously questioned as to their 
desires. “ But,” says Pang, “ the kidnappers 


employed men to answer the questions for | 
the real emigrants, who were ultimately | 


sent on board.” 


1,047 KIDNAPPED MEN SHIPPED. 


The narrator was shipped with a 
thousand and forty-seven others, and the 
voyage lasted three months. On arriving 
at the Antilles the miserable cargo, terribly 
thinned by death and starvation, was placed 
in a building, where the men were divided 
into classes according to their fitness for 
labour. It was the object of their ensnarers 
to distribute them as much as possible, so 
that no conspiracy of any strength might 
take place. Pang was among a body of 
twelve sent to a sugar refinery. 


BRUTALLY ILL-TREATED, 


Here they were so brutally treated by 
an overseer—whom they well nicknamed 
“the live tiger ””—that a third of their num- 
ber died within six months. Our hero him- 
self, although then but 1 weakly youth, 
was made to carry a man’s burden—as 
understood in Havana. With this load he 
would be goaded and “shoved,” out of 
mere “fun,” by those holding brief autho- 
rity over him, so that it was all he could 
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| unluckily, “ expenses were also great,” so 
The man who gives the account we have | 








| 


do tostagger onwards. One day he resented | 


being made a butt for plantation wags of | : f : 
| sufficiently, they are free from molestation. 


this kind, and was, in consequence, seized 
and beaten so severely that there was not 
“an inch of sound flesh in my body.” 


And though ten years have passed since | 


the castigation took place, Pang still bears 
the marks of his terrible flogging. After 
a while his treatment became intolerable, 
and he determined to escape. 


PANG ESCAPES. 

He planned his attempt with care, and 
managed to reach Boston, where he met 
with a good-natured watchmaker, who took 
him in and taught him his trade. Pang 
then started watchmaking on his own ac- 
count, stored up his savings, and returned 
to Havana, where he opened a shop. He 


that he again visited America. Fortune 
still frowning upon him he took steamer at 
San Francisco for China. 

But Pang’s reception in Havana was not 
by any means so bad as that of others of 
the same batch. What with ill-treatment 
and the want of food, their sufferings were 
indescribable. 


20 PER CENT. OF IMMIGRANTS DIE. 


The death-rate amounted to twenty per 
cent. on an average! Those sent into the 
interior to labour in the banana, coffee 
and tobacco fields were as badly off as those 
sent to the mines. They were surrounded 
by teeming lagoons and malarious marshes, 
and had to subsist on the fruit of the 
plantain. Animal food they never tasted. 
They worked in gangs of half-a-dozen, and 
to each an overseer, selected for his callous- 
ness, was attached. Many men committed 
suicide in order to escape from their misery. 
In the sugar-refineries the miserable 
wretches have been known to jump into 
vats of boiling molasses and thus end their 
existence. 


USUALLY 50 PER CENT. DIE. 


It is stated by another returned emigrant 
that the usual number of deaths was fifty 
per cent, during the two first years— 
that is, of a batch of 1,000 half would die 
off like sheep before they had been three 
years in the country. Their condition in 
the towns, however, was somewhat better. 
Here they occasionally met with some 
kindly disposed persons, and in a few cases 
were paid four dollars a month regularly. 
“ Of course with unconscientious employers 
we could get nothing”! This is how the 
more successful of Chinese emigrants are 
said to live. “They are fond of gambling 
and have to bribe the authorities, or else 
they smoke opium, for which they have to 
pay money also. If they can only bribe 


The Chinese, however, are very much 
looked down upon, and if they go out in 
elegant dress the Cubans throw various 
noxious substances, such as rotten eggs and 
the like, on them so as to spoil their 
clothing. If they complain, they can get 
no satisfaction, as the officials lean to the 


_ side of the natives.” 


says he made “plenty of money,’ but, | 


As elsewhere, the Chinese community in 
Cuba supports several of those secret so- 
cieties that bring only ruin and death in 
their train. They are made up of the most 
desperate characters, and these “ often op- 
press their countrymen.” The Chinese 
emigration to Havana is almost as hideous 
as was the East African slave-trade. It is 
equally involuntary in its origin, it inevit- 
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ably encounters the horrors of a middle 
passage, and it very often results in the 
collusive sale of those who have not been 
worked or thrashed to death during their 
indentures.—The Friend of India. 





MEMORANDUM to EARL GRAN- 
VILLE on tHe CHINESE COM- 
MISSION to CUBA anp PERU. 


So soon as the intelligence arrived that 
the Imperial Government of China had 
appointed a Special Commission to examine 
into the condition of the Chinese immi- 
grants in Cuba and Peru, the Committee 
of the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery 
Society addressed the following Memo- 
randa to the Secretary of Foreign Affairs: 


To tHE Right HONORABLE EARL GRAN- 
VILLE, K.G., Her Masesty’s SECRETARY 
oF STATE FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 


Memorandum. 


The Committee of the British and Fo- 
reign Anti-Slavery Society have learnt 
with much satisfaction that a Commission 
has been appointed, by the Imperial Go- 
vernment of China, to proceed to Havannah 
and Lima, to examine into the treatment 
of Chinese coolie immigrants in Cuba and 
Peru, and to report thereon to the Emperor 
of China. They are advised that a British, 
an American, and a German gentleman, as 
well as a Chinese lawyer, belong to the 
Commission. 

The Committee of the British and Fo- 
reign Anti-Slavery Society have for a con- 
siderable time been informed of the ill- 
treatment and wrong inflicted in Cuba on 
Chinese coolies. This information has been 
confirmed by the official despatches from 
Her Majesty’s Consul-General in Cuba, 
who, under date of January 16th, 15871, 
estimated the number of Chinese coolies 
in Cuba to be between 50,000 and 60,000, 
whom he describes, “whilst, under bond 
of labour, to all intents and purposes 
slaves.” Acting Consul-General Crawford, 
under date of November 3rd, 1871, states 
that “the condition of obligatory and con- 
tinuous servitude, to which the Chinese 
immigrants are now subjected, is tanta- 
mount to slavery”; and he says, “they are 
treated as slaves.” 

The Committee are strongly convinced 
that, so long as slavery is allowed to exist 
in any form whatever, whether as negro 
apprenticeship or otherwise, in Cuba, no 
emigration from India or from China 
should be permitted. It is with extreme 
gratification that the Committee see Lord 
Granville stated, in his despatch to Mr. 
Layard, under date of April 10th, 1871, 
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that “ Her Majesty’s Governmentcould only 
consider a scheme for the introduction of 
British immigrants, when Slavery is ABSO- 
LUTELY ABOLISHED in the island, and under 
the protection of a treaty.” They are 
earnestly persuaded the same principle 
should be carried out with poll to emi- 
gration from China or elsewhere. 

The Committee are deeply impressed 
with the extreme importance of the mis- 
sion of the Commission from the Imperial 
Government of China, and of the great 
value of such assistance as shall secure its 
success. 

With this view the Committee of the 
British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society 
would entreat Lord Granville to instruct 
Her Majesty’s Consul General in Cuba to 
render such aid to the Commission as 
shall be consistent with his official posi- 
tion, and as shall facilitate their labours 
in examining into the real condition of the 
Chinese coolies in Cuba. 

27, New Broad Street. 

December 1st, 1873, 





REPLY. 
Foreign Office, January 10th, 1874. 


Sir,—I am directed to acknowledge the 
receipt of a memorandum, dated the 31st 
ultimo, from the British and Foreign Anti- 
Slavery Society, and I am to request that 
you will inform the Committee that the 
Commission which is about to proceed to 
Cuba, on behalf of the Chinese Govern- 
ment, to investigate the condition of the 
Chinese coolies in that island, was a 

ointed in communication with Her Ma- 
jesty’s Minister at Pekin, and that Lord 
Granville has already instructed Her Ma- 
jesty’s Consul-General in Cuba to give the 
Commission every assistance in his power. 

I am, Sir, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 
ENFIELD. 


To the Secretary of the British and Foreign 
Anti-Slavery Society, 27, New Broad Street. 


CUBA. 
THE CHINESE COMMISSION. 
Havana, Feb. 24st, 1874. 

THe Voz opposes the coming of the 
Chinese Commission because Americans 
belong to it. The Voz believed at first it 
would not come, but finds itself mistaken, 
and calls on Jovellar to take precautionary 
measures. It thinks the laborantes are 
connected with the affair. The Commis- 
sioners might produce disturbance among 
the Chinese. The J’oz only is fearful. 

The majority of the people are disposed 
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to welcome the Commission, because it will 
certainly cause an improvement in the con- 
‘dition of the labourers, and may produce 
a change in the present laws.—New York 
Herald. 





THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT AND 
THE COOLIE TRADE. 


WE are thankful to see that the Chinese 
Government is awaking to the necessity of 
taking active measures to protect their sub- 
jects from oppression in foreign countries, 

eru stands among the foremost in her 
ill-treatment of Chinese coolies, who are 
dealt with as slaves. Lately the Peruvian 
Government sent an envoy to China with a 
a for a commercial treaty. She, 

owever, makes it a condition that the 
Peruvian Cabinet shall declare all coolie 
contracts null and void, and transport the 


coolies back to China at its own expense ; | 


she also requires that Chinese immigrants 
to Peru in future shall be placed on the 
same footing as Europeans in the Peru- 
vian courts of justice, and that Peru shall 
rohibit the importation of coolies from 

acao. Weare confident that the result 
of the labours of the Special Commission 
appointed by the Chinese Government to 
inquire into the condition of the coolies 
in Cuba and Peru will fully justify the 
righteous demands made. The wretched 
condition of the enslaved Chinese on the 
Peruvian plantations, railway works, and 
guano islands, and in her mines, and the 
ery of the thousands who have come to a 
miserable end through oppression, require 
the most energetic measures by the Chinese 
Government. 


WRETCHED CONDITION OF CHINA 
COOLIES IN PERU. 


A CORRESPONDENT, under date of 27th 
February, 1874, writes respecting the 
Chinese coolies in Peru :— 

“The political regulations are down- 
right barbarian as to Asiatics, and their own 
Indians. As to the detached Haciendas, 
in Peru, the number is near 200, spread 
over a length, north and south, of above 
500 miles, with from 150 to 1,000 and 
more coolies on each, kept like malefac- 
tors, flogged, chained, starved, and even 
killed at pleasure, without a vestige of 
control of their masters, or their mostly 
still more outrageous majordomos or 
drivers, with copper-wired whip-tongues that 
draw blood at the first touch. Some of the 
masters themselves and their underlings 
boast of these barbarities. 

“As to indemnity, these overgrown 
planters (haciendeiros) in Peru, have not 
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the shadow of a claim to it. They have 
been guilty of enormous injustice, even in 
contravention of the constitution of their 
own land, they knowingly committed in 
enslaved freeborn people, and _ treated 
them diabolically besides. We hope the 
Chinese Commissioners will call upon the 
planters to show how many they have 
taken away from the ships and from Callao, 
from the beginning, to their haciendas ; 
how many are still alive ; what numbers 
have died, and from what causes. If the 
truth is stated, it will be seen that not a 
few have died under the whip or cudgel, 
by the pistol, or in the private dungeon ; 
some even torn by bulldogs. Then let in- 
quiries be instituted to show how many 
coolies have been turned upon the streets, 
after being crippled, blinded—often by a 
stroke of the whip—how many have the 
marks of laceration on their backs, and 
how many have had to wear for years heavy 
chains on their ancles and necks. .... 
There are now many of such miserable and 
bodily-injured coolies—freed from their 
contracts because absolutely unfit for labour 
of any kind—begging all over the land. 

“All these and many other things should 
come out before the Commissioners appoin- 
ted by the Chinese Government, when it 
will be clear that the poor Chinese immi- 
grants have suffered more than the Africans 
in the worst days of negro slavery.” 





COLD-BLOODED MURDER OF 
CHINESE COOLIES. 


In Costa Rica a railroad is being con- 
structed. The contractors have obtained 
a supply of labourers from some of the Eng- 
lish colonies, especially from Jamaica. In 
January of 1873, however, a German house 
imported 850 coolies from Macao, whom 
they made over to the contractors under 
indenture. The last mail brings an account 
of the horrible manner in which some of 
these people have been shot dead and 
wounded, while asleep. We shall wait 
with some anxiety to see what punishment 
will be awarded to the cold-blooded mur- 
derers.—and what will be done to the iras- 
cible Frenchman, whose horsewhipping of 
the Chinamen occasioned the row. Public 
opinion holds the contractors, Messrs. Myers, 
Douglas & Co., responsible for the protec- 
tion of these people: — 


“ A correspondent of the Panama Star and 
Herald, writing from San José under date of 
January 10th, gives details of a massacre of 
Chinese in Costa Rica. It appears that on 
the morning of the 5tha row broke out in one 
of the camps of Messrs. Myers, Douglas & Co., 
contractors for a considerable portion of grading, 
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between the Chinese labourers and the Chief 
of the camp, a Frenchman named Lafeychine. 
The cause of the row seems to have been 
that the Chinese refused to go to work in a 
fog, when the Frenchman, who appears to be 
an irascible person, commenced lashing them 
with his horsewhip, and indiscreetly invited 
the native peons to assist-him in bringing the 
recalcitrant Chmamen to their senses. This 
led to a row, whereupon Mr. Myers repaired to 
the adjoining town of Paraiso, where he sent 
a telegram to the Governor of Cartago asking 
for a body of troops. The request was acceded 
to, and a force of thirty-five soldiers was de- 
spatched to Paraiso with orders to lay over 
there that night and proceed next morning to 
the camps and quell the insurrection. The 
commander, Captain Chinchilla, and his men, 
after drinking too much, resolved to march 
towards the camp. Ata little after 1 o’clock 


in the morning the end of the journey was | 


reached, the civilians remaining at a safe dis- 
tance, and the soldiers advancing cautiously 
into the camp. They entered the huts of the 
sleeping Chinese, and fired volley after volley 
upon the defenceless men. The Chinese, 
awakened by the noise of the rifles, leaped in 
the wildest disorder from their bunks. Some- 
body providentially shouted, “Cease firing,” 
but already siv men had been killed and nine 
wounded, Five of the killed were Chinese, and 
the sixth a coolie. All of the wounded are 
Chinese. As soon as these horrible details 
reached San Jos¢, the Director-General of the 
road appointed an official commission, com- 
posed of Mr. Mark J. Kelly and Don José M. 
Oreamuno, to investigate the affair. The 
report of the commission is said to throw the 
responsibility for the killing of the Chinamen 
on the officerin charge of the troops, and to 
blame Mr. Myers for unmanly timidity. Cap- 
tain Chinchilla is under arrest, and will be 
tried by court-martial.—Times. 


POLYNESIAN SLAVE-TRADE. 
BUYING MEN AND BOYS. 


Tue following extracts of a letter from 
the Rev. R. Codrington, Fellow of Wadham 
College, Oxford, and head of the Melanesian 
Mission, who is thoroughly conversant 
with the doings of the men-traders, will 
show that the operations of the labour- 
seekers assume a new phase. While some 
captains still try their hands at kidnapping 
by force, as shown in our last Reporter, 
others have found it answer to buy men, 
and boys from ten to twelve years of age, 
employing some corrupt interpreters whose 
interest it is to get recruits for their em- 

loyers. This is an easier mode of securing 
fende and can be pursued with greater 
impunity under the “ license” issued ac- 
cording tothe Queensland labour-law. Here 
we have another illustration that it is 
impossible to regulate the trade in men 





a fine thing of it. 
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and boys. It must be suppressed. Less 
than this will not satisfy the people of 
England :— 

* August 31st, 1873. 

“ People are very few now on Vanua Lava. 
Theslavers have done infinite mischief there, 
and at this time there is a cutter from Fiji, 
buying labourers. That is the regular 
practice now with the Queensland and Fiji 
vessels. They buy young people of thew 
relations. At Vanua Lava there is a fellow 
who has been somewhere, and gives himself 
out as a king, and is believed, no doubt, to 
be so by some traders, whereas there are 
absolutely nochiefs in these parts, This man 
goes round. He is now in the cutter to 
assist in buying men, and makes, of course, 
A boat from the cutter 
with the mate came to Mota, and began at 
once to try to buy. They use the word 
both in English and native tongues, and 
the natives look upon it as nothing else 
than buying and selling. The traders say 
it is not “ buying,” but that they give pre- 
sents, or wages in advance. Ido not mean 
to say that this is as bad as downright kid- 
napping morally, but it is worse for the 
islands, because they get more recruits than 
they could by force. And morally, what is 
buying and selling men? The notion is 

uite new here : it is entirely imported by 
the trade. . . . They get passed without 
the least difficulty at Brisbane, for there is 
no one there who can inquire into the real 
character of the transaction, and, in fact, 
they do not care to inquire too particularly. 
The officials are very honest men, and 
honestly pursuaded that it is an immense 
advantage for Polynesians, as they call 
them, to come to Queensland, and that they 
all much wish it. My statements of what 
I learn to be the true state of things, &c., 
are met by an official denial, the value of 
which is very easily measured. The real 
question is, will England allow a trade in 
menornot!/ .. . 

“T went to Valua, and after a not very 
long walk, we slept in a village there. 
My principal subject there with the people 
was the urging them not to go on board 
the slavers. The miserably depopulated 
and desolated state of the district was 
the best argument, but I found everybod 
agree. If a trader had been there with 
his material argument perhaps they would 
not have listened to me. Next day, as 
we were getting near the part of the island 
furthest from here, we heard that a slaver 
was there. We made what haste we could, 
but were not in time. We were told that 
many had gone. There is no doubt they 
went willingly, and the trader is said to bea 
very respectable man, but I ascertained 
most clearly that they did not know how 
long they were going for. All the people 














APRIL 1, 1874.] 


on the beach said three months. A return- 
ing labourer in the boat said three months, 
and one man wishing to go, and _inter- 
rogated by my companions said, he did 
not know for how long. . . . . . The 
trader who wishes to be honest, or the 
officer who wishes to inquire, can find 
natives who have been to Fiji or Queens- 
land, and can talk some English, and of 
course use them as interpreters, but they 


can have no knowledge whatever of what | 


these interpreters say to the people. We 
are the only means of finding this out, 
and we do find out that these interpreters, 
through imperfect understanding of Eng- 
lish, and a desire to please their employers, 
do not convey to the natives what they are 
supposed to tellthem. . . . 

“The thing that is most scandalous is 
the buying and selling of boys. The Fiji 
traders want boys, and buy them, from ten 
to eleven years of age, for an axe, ora knife, 
from some relative who sees these things, 
and cannot resist it. Thisis only the second 
sor in these islands when this open way 

as been practised. The trader calls it so in 
English, and the natives call it soin their 
own tongues, and take it to be so. They 
are disgusted at it, and many complaints 
are made. You may imagine how degrad- 
ing and demoralising it is, The traders and 
the officials say it is only an advance made 
of wages, or a present to relatives, but they 
openly call it buying. The moral cha- 
racter of the transaction does not depend 
upon what traders choose to call it, but 
what it is in itself, and it is in the eyes of 
the natives as much buying of men as it is 
buying of pigs.” 


THE CRUISE OF H.M. SCHOONER 
“ SANDFLY.” 

WE have much pleasure in giving the 
following particulars of the cruise of H.M.’s 
schooner the Sandfly among the Group of 
the Solomon Islands, with a view, not to 
suppress, but to watch and enforce the 
legal regulation of the labour trade, and to 
seize all labour vessels which do not com- 
ply with the law. We deeply regret that, 
notwithstanding the repeated remonstran- 
ces of large numbers of persons, the Gov- 
ernment do not suppress a traffic which 
gives rise to great evils inherent in the 
pernicious system, Our correspondence 
shows that, already, the traders are suiting 
their tactics to the necessities of the case, 
and are buying children for the labour 
market. 

The details of the cruise bring out the 
fact that SKULL HUNTING is a common 
practice, of which the slave vessels have 
not failed to avail themselves, to get natives. 
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ACTIVE SERVICE IN THE SOUTH 
SEAS. 


CRUISE OF H.M. SCHOONER “‘ SANDFLY.” 


THE second schooner built by Mr. Cuthbert 
for the Imperial Navy, for the suppression of 
the slave-trade, arrived in Sydney on December 
lst, after an absence of nearly six months. 
The voyage is full of incident that will doubt- 
less prove interesting, and by the courtesy of 
her commander, Lieutenant Nowell, we glean 
the following particulars of her trip:—The 
Sandjly left Sydney on the 22nd June, her 
mission being to cruise around the various 
islands forming the Solomon Group. She 
arrived at Makaira on 4th July. 


A BRITISH SHIP SUSPECTED OF KIDNAPPING 


SEIZED. 


The first case of importance occured on the 30th 
August, on which date the British brig Aurora 
was fallen in with, and there being eleven natives 
on board under suspicious circumstances, the 
ship was taken possession of, and, being placed 
in charge of an officer, was dispatched to this 
port for adjudication. The particulars of the 
seizure have already appeared. The Sandjly 
then proceeded to the Duke of York Island, to 
institute inquiries respecting the seizure of the 
schooner Lavinia, and it was found that the 
vessel was destroyed the day after being cap- 
tured. At Duke of York Island the Kate 
Kearney, of Sydney, was fallen in with; and 
Lieutenant Nowell gave Captain Fergusson, of 
the Kate Kearney, permission to capture, if 
possible, the chief or king named King Tom, 
who had been the leading man in the seizure 
of the Lavinia, but cautioning him that no 
aggressive measures should be used; and in 
the event of his being taken, he was to be 
placed on board one of Her Majesty’s ships. 
The cruise was continued round the various 
islands forming the Solomon Group, and scien- 
tific information obtained as to the outlying 
reefs, &c. At one part of the coast, off which 
the Sandjly anchored, the following incident 
occured :—The natives of the hill, or as they 
are designated, bush tribes, are at deadly 
enmity with the beach or shore natives. The 
danghter of a bushman had married one 
of the beach tribe; the father, anxious to 
see his child, ventured from his hills, and, 
by stratagem, an interview was effected with 
his daughter, but during this interview the 
husband suddenly came on the scene, and at 
once tomahawked the parent in the presence 
of the daughter. The murder took place on 
the 19th September, on which date the Sandjly 
put in an appearance. The custom of the 
natives in this locality is simply to roast and 
eat the bodies of their enemies, and this was 
being actually carried out but for the timely 
advent of the cruiser. Lieutenant Nowell, learn- 
ing the particulars, at once took prompt mea- 
sures, communicating by means of an interpre- 
ter his intention of burning the village unless 
the dead body was given up. His threats had 
the desired effect, and the chief was compelled 
not only to bring the corpse alongside, but 
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afterwards to tow it to sea and sink it. This 
being accomplished, presents were given to the 
chief. 


SKULL HUNTING AND SLAVE CATCHING, 


On October 4th, the schooner arrived at 
Port Praslin, where it was found that some 
eighty canoes, fully manned, from a neighbour- 
ing island, were busily employed in skull hunt- 
ing and slave catching. The practice appears 
to be that when a strong tribe makes a foray, 
the older branches of the weaker lot are at 
once killed and eaten, their skulls being alone 
retained, while the children are seized and 
taken into slavery ; but the sudden appearance 
of one of H.M.’s schooners in this instance 
brought affairs to a very different termination. 
Lieutenant Nowell on the following day man- 
ned and armed the boats, himself proceeding 
in the whaler, and placing Mr. Bourd, the 
gunner, in charge of the gig, in which was a fixed 
rocket tube. The party started at 1.30 p.m. 
The gig was anchored 300 yards from the shore, 
and the rocket tube brought to bear on the 
village. 


SLAVES LIBERATED AND HEADS GIVEN UP. 


Lieutenant Nowell then pulled in, and by 
means of the interpreter gave the aggressive 


tribe to understand that within an hour the: 


slaves must be liberated, and the heads given 
up, or he would fire the village. The effect is 
described as electrical. The canoes were at 
once launched, and all the alive and dead spoil 
left on the beach, but to teach a lesson, and as 
a wholesome warning of what might be the re- 
sult, as soon as the canoes were well clear of 
the gig a rocket was fired across their sterns, 
which effected a complete stampede. On Lieu- 
tenant Nowell and his party landing they found 
fourteen children whose parents had been killed, 
and a number of skulls, some of them being on 
the fire for the purpose of removing the flesh. 
That night the liberated captives were left in 
charge of the principal chief, and the next day 
were sent rejoicing to their homes, with pre- 
sents of tobacco, pipes, and biscuit. The chief 
was also compelled to bring all the skulls along- 
side the schooner, and then take them out to 
sea and sink them, and on his return was pre- 
sented with some presents of tubacco, &c. 
When at Rubiana, on the 12th October, the 
Traveller, schooner, of Sydney, was boarded ; 
she had obtained a large quantity of béche-de- 
mer and tortoiseshell, but the vessel was in a 
fearfully leaky condition. The Kate Kearney 
had also a fair cargo on board when spoken at 
Duke of York Island. The Hobart Town 
whaler Victoria was communicated with at St. 
Cristoval, and again at sea on 12th September, 
all well, but with a poor take.—S. M. Herald, 
December 2nd. 





THE TREATMENT OF POLYNESIAN 
LABOURERS IN QUEENSLAND. 


THE question is at times asked, “ What 
is the treatment of the Polynesian labourers 
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in Queensland? Are they treated fairly 
and justly, or are they wronged and op- 
pressed? Whilst the kindest possible care 
of the —_ in no wise justifies their 
being obtained by force or fraud, we are 
ready to admit that, in districts where there 
is a sound public opinion—regarded simply 
as so many working machines who must 
be fed and protected from injury to enable 
them to do their work, and to prevent 
their absconding—the natives may be 
humanely cared for, and have not to com- 
plain of cruel treatment. True, their 
social, educational, moral and religious 
well-being is sadly neglected, but they are 
not subjected to gross outrages. In distant 
districts, however, where there is no public 
opinion, no outspoken press, no ministers 
of religion or other gentlemen to look after 
the claims of these poor creatures, the case 
is otherwise. Power in irresponsible hands 
in Queensland is the same now as it was in 
days past in our slave-colonies, and cruelties 
will be, and are, practised. Though gene- 
rally these wrongs can be committed 
with impunity in the distant istricts, 
now and then revelations will be made, 
and the following statement, frem one who 
has been an “eye witness,” will show how 
things stand. He can tell more than he 
says, but the particulars given show that 
the whole system of native labour, from 
first to last, is bad, and the sooner it is dis- 
continued the hetter for all parties :-— 

“ Brisbane, Dec. 22, 1873. 

‘“‘ Srr,—Having been for some time re- 
siding in the Lower Herbert district, 
where a great number of South Sea 
Islanders’ are employed in the sugar 
plantations along that river, I purpose 
making a few remarks upon a ques- 
tion which is attracting a large amount of 
— attention, I mean, the Polynesian 
abour-traftic. 

“T had the means of observing the man- 
ner these islanders are worked, and the 
treatment they receive on the plantations, 
and I have no hesitation in expressing 
my opinion that this traffic savours far 
too much of slavery, and should no 
longer be permitted to go on. I will just 
mention a few facts, which cannot be 
denied, for public information. 

“On these plantations the islanders are 
turned into the cane fields, or to such 
other place where they may be required, 
at seven o’clock in the morning, an kept 
at work until six p.m., one hour being al- 
lowed, from twelve to one, for dinner. Each 
gang has an overseer to see that they are 
not skulking work. Those engaged in 
the boiling-house are frequently at work 
until twelve o’clock at night, but generally 
up to ten o’clock p.m. On one plantation, 
with the exception of one white man, the 
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sugar boiler, the whole of the labour at 
the mill and in the boiling-house is per- 
formed by Polynesians. I had a conversa- 
tion with a sugar boiler one day, about the 
admirable way in which these people went 
about their labour, and he informed me 
that, if they did not do so, he would soon 
make them. I asked him ‘ How would 
you?? ‘Why,’ he replied, ‘by giving 
them a few good cracks with a sugar-cane.’ 
I believe this is by no means an unusual 
circumstance. 

“But these people are not solely em- 
ployed in the growing and manufacturing 
of sugar. I saw them working in the punts, 
loading and conveying sugar from the 
plantation to the shipping ports. They 
are also used as boatmen, hammermen in 
the blacksmiths’ shops, painters, and in 
fact in every capacity in which their 
labour can be made available. They are 
supposed to be impervious to sickness ; if 
they complain of illness they are not be- 
lieved, but -it is thought to be idleness, 
and an indisposition to labour. I shall 
mention a circumstance which was told 
me by one of themselves, who could speak 
English sufficiently well to be understood. 
It is this:— A man from the island of 
Tanna, whilst working on one of these 
plantations, became ‘very bad,’ and was 
confined to his bed. The manager, not 
seeing him about as usual, inquired ; being 
informed of the poor wretch being ill, he 
went into the hut where he was lying, 
and, with a good-sized sugar-cane actually 
thrashed the unfortunate man from the 
bed to the mill. Yet none of the many 
Kanakas who were present, and saw the 
ill-treatment their countrymen received, 
made the slightest show of resentment. I 
saw one of these Polynesians with a bad 
wound on his thigh, which, upon inquiry, I 
found had been inflicted by a severe kick 
from the manager, with his heavy nailed 
boot, for some alleged skulking. One 
young islander was for several months at 
work in the blacksmith’s shop on one of the 
plantations, with the heavy sledge ham- 
mer; he became ill, almost worn out 
by such heavy work. He informed the 
manager, who at first took little or no 
notice, but when the poor fellow could 
not perform the heavy labour of the black- 
smith’s shop, he was set to the lighter em- 
ployment of painting, at which he con- 
tinued for a short time, when he became 
physically incapacitated for work. He in- 
formed the proprietor, who recommended 
him to go down the river for a change of 
air. He asked for some medicine, which 
was promised but not given, I saw this 
man, as he came to the place where I was 
located, and his very appearance spoke of 
the bodily pain he must have been endur- 
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ing. I thought him suffering from a kind 
of cholera. I had no medicine to give 
him, nor did he bring any. I left this 
re creature in a very bad state. Indeed, 

consider the treatment this young Kan- 
aka received was brutal. He could speak 
English tolerably well, and I have no 
doubt of the many statements he made to 
me concerning the hardships these is- 
landers suffered and suffer in these 
plantations. These people are made, or 
rather compelled, to work when they may. 
by sickness be unable to doso. The sole 
or the whole idea of the planters seems to 
be, to obtain as much labour as ean pos- 
sibly be got from these people during the 
term of engagement. Even on Sundays 
these men are compelled to work, by load- 
ing the punts with sugar, and conveying 
same to the place of shipping. I saw this 
very frequently. 

“One of the planters had to proceed to 
Cardwell, some sixty miles from the 
plantation, for which purpose a crew was 
obtained for the whale-boat. They left the 
plantation about seven p.m. one evening, 
and, with the exception of about three 
hours, this crew was kept at the oars until 
noon next day. So fatigued were these 
men, that they were asleep on their oars. 
I witnessed this myself, and with another 
man took the oars to enable these men to 
have a spell. 

“T have no doubt that some of these 

lanters or their hirelings may have the 

ardihood to deny my statement, and may 
ask Why have no complaints been made by 
these Kanakas as to their ill-treatment 
if they have any cause of complaint? 
To thisI reply, that they have no means 
afforded them to complain. Is not almost 
every one of their masters a magistrate? 
Is not the police magistrate of the district 
the frequent and welcomed guest of their 
master? If one of these men was to 
endeavour to find his way to the nearest 
Police Bench to complain, he would be 
immediately pursued, and brought up for 
some offence under the Masters and Ser- 
vants’ Act. How are the majority of 
these people to obtain redress for any in- 
jury they may receive when they can- 
not make themselves understood, and no 
interpreters are provided by the Govern- 
ment which brings them to the colony ? 

“The reason the public do not hear 
of the many abuses which take place on 
the plantations of the Polynesian labourers 
is easily answered by the fact of there 
being no local and independent press 
to make these abuses known. There is 
only one newspaper, about 80 or 100 
miles from the plantation, but it dares 
not assume an independent position to- 
wards this traffic; if it did it would be 
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immediately crushed by these powerful | 


dukes of S. Nollope’s. 

Any person arriving on these plantations 
for the first time would be immediately 
shocked at the appearance of these Kana- 
kas. I say that the Australian aboriginea, 
in their primitive state, is less disgusting 
than these Kanakas. Did the Marquis of 
Normanby, when he visited two of these 
plantations, see the islander as they usually 
go about the plantations, or were they 
compelled to put on their clothing on that 
momentous occasion? But from what I 
learned I do not think that his Excel- 
lency took the best means, if any at all, of 
becoming acquainted with the usual rou- 
tine on these plantations to enable him to 
form an opinion, much less to eulogise the 
system. beg leave to say that riding 
through the district, and partaking of the 
hospitalities of those favourable to the 

c, and who took good care to make 
everything look pleasant, would hardly 
afford him an opportunity to judge. I 
doubt not that were it known that any of 
the men could or were likely to tell him 
how they came to the plantations, and 
were being treated, ample means would be 
taken to prevent their doing so. I, there- 
fore, assert that His Excellency could know 
nothing of the system, except from what 
he was told by those interested in this ne- 
farious traffic. 

With regard to the assertion that the 
climate is unsuitable to white men in 
the cane-field, I do not think this can 
be borne out. I found Europeans en- 
gaged on the roofs of galvanized iron 
houses, wood-cutting, and other out- 
door work. I cannot believe that 
there is much difference between stone- 
breaking or road-making in such weather 
as we have had in Brisbane within the 
last few days,and sugar-growing on the 
Herbert. But it is the system to which 
I would refer. One is Free Labour paid 
for at a reasonable price. The other 
is obtained by questionable means, and 
is so much like slave-labour that I 
cannot tell the difference. I sincerely 
trust that this question will not escape the 
attention of the new Queensland Parlia- 
ment, and that this discreditable traffic 
may be put an end to. 

* Yours, &c., 
“M. H.” 





SLAVE TRADING IN FUL. 
By W. C. Micuett, Esq., LATE ACTING- 
BrItTIsH ConsvuL IN Fist. 


Tue following has been sent to us by 
W. ©. Michell, Esq., late Acting-Consul 
for Fiji:— 
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“The cutter La Marie, of about thirty- 
one tons, owned by two British subjects 
named Brewer and Joske, and sailing 
under the Fijian flag, with papers fur- 
nished by the Fijian authorities, arrived 
at Suva, in Fiji, from a slaving cruise on 
the first day of January, 1873. This 
vessel had on board fifty-three Polyne- 
sians — 8. pena esa called imported 
labour—and on their reaching Suva were 
produced before Mr. W. D. Matthews, a 
cotton planter, who had been appointed 
Deputy-Warden by the Fijian Govern- 
ment, for the purpose of officially consign- 
ing kidnapped Polynesians into slavery. 

“During the cruise of the La Marie 
William Weston was master, and others 
of the crew were named William Gale, 
mate, and seamen John Monroe, Thomas 
McCrew, a German named Anderson, and 
a lad known as ‘ Larry.’ 

“ The natives in question were from an 
island known as Ouva, in the New He- 
brides, and were brought to Fiji against 
their consent ; nevertheless, Mr. Matthews 
sanctioned their removal to the plantation 
of Messrs. Brewer and Joske, who are sup- 
posed to detain them as their labourers for 
five years, 

“It was in the month of December, 1872, 
that during the stay of the La Marie at 
Wisissey, Tanna (one of the New Hebrides’ 
group of islands), some very rough work 
was experienced, The white men on 
board, from some unexplained cause, com- 
menced to fire on the natives that were in 
the vessel, and several were killed. On 
the return of the vessel to Fiji, one of the 
seamen informed a man named Hicks that 
it would be impossible for him to go any 
more to Wisissey by reason of the number 
of natives that had been shot dead there 
by the persons navigating the La Marie. 
And in an angry altercation which ensued 
between Weston and Monroe in Levuka, 
the latter said, in addressing the former : 
‘I could get you'hanged if I like to tell all 
I know about you.’ To which observation 
Weston immediately rejoined : ‘ Don’t talk 
too loud, for I know quite as much against 
you, as youcan bring forward against me.’ 

“ Theservicesof an interpreter were never 
secured by the persons having charge of the 
La Marie during this voyage ; nor did Mr. 
Matthews obtain the help of one in his duly 
‘passing’ the natives into the hands of 

rewer and Joske ; and no.inquiry what- 
ever was officially made to these wretched 
slaves in order to question them as to any 
particulars relative to their wrongful re- 
movals from their homes. 

“Tn fact, the ‘passing’ by Mr. Matthews 
was a palpable farce, for all that was done 
in order to constitute an examination satis- 
factory to himself and his superiors, was 
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the simple marching past of these un- 
tutored people in front of him in the pre- 
sence of the man whose joint employ 
they were doomed to enter upon, namely, 
Mr. Brewer. 

“ At some period however, of this voyage 
of the La Marie the number of Polynesians 
on board reached seventy-eight, yet only 
fifty-three of them were landed at Suva. 
What became of the remaining twenty- 
five is not clearly known. Some Polyne- 
sian immigrants, or more properly speak- 
ing ‘slaves, had, however, been surrepti- 
tiously landed from the La Marie at Loma 
Loma and. Navua, in Fiji. And it was in 
January, 1873, that Barney O’Hare pro- 
ceeded in his cutter from The Rewa to 
Loma Loma, where he obtained five Poly- 
nesians that had been landed there by the 
La Marie.” 


Obituary. 


—_ 


THE LATE CHARLES SUMNER. 


THE death of the Hon. Charles Sumner 
on the 11th of March, has deprived the 





negro race of another of its staunch and | 


zealous advocates. In him the Anti-Slavery 
cause in the United States found a fearless 
defender at a time when to profess aboli- 
tionist sentiments was to — oneself to 
opprobrium and to peril. It is probable 
that, in connection with it, his name will 
figure the most prominently in the history 
of his country, for with the abolitionist 
movement it was especially identified. 

His most elaborate addresses were upon 
the various issues which arose out of the 
one great question of the day, and that 
they produced their effect, and also excited 
alarm in the South for the safety of its 
peculiar institution, was demonstrated by 
the savage attack made upon the honour- 
able senator for Massachusetts by Preston 
A. Brookes, who assaulted him as he sat at 
his desk in the Senate, and nearly suc- 
ceeded in battering in his brains with a 
cudgel, from the effects of which he was 
three years in recovering. 

Endowed with a grand and powerful in- 
tellect, Charles Sumner might have attained 
the summit of political power had not his 
anti-slavery convictions barred his way. 
He told the writer of this brief notice that 
he never aspired to Congressional honours; 
but, when thons honours were thrust upon 
him, he accepted them for the sake of plead- 
ing the cause of the enslaved negro, and, in 
that capacity, Massachusetts, greatly to 
her honour, bade him go forward and do 
battle for the right. The energy and the 
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resolution with which Charles Sumner 
fought his adversaries were on a par with 
the importance of the cause he had under- 
taken to plead, whilst, for completeness of 
arrangement, wealth of matter, and close- 
ness of argument, his addresses will bear 
comparison with the grandest oratory ever 
delivered in the Senate. That they were 
elaborately prepared and committed to 
memory only rendered them the more 
valuable as historical protests against the 
huge iniquity he assailed, and they will 
stand recorded imperishably in the annals 
of the giant struggle in his country between 
freedom and slavery. 

The most powerful writer of the day 
against the prejudice of colour and of caste, 
his sympathies with the oppressed were 
not confined to his own country. 

What is termed the South Sea labour- 
traffic he condemned as the slave-trade 
under a new alias, And the unjust and 
faltering character of the statesmen of 
Brazil, in dealing with the subject of 
slavery, met with his well-merited repro- 
bation. 

Charles Sumner rendered immense ser- 
vice, at the peril of his life, to his fellow- 
men, and his name will shine with a lustre 
that will never fade away. 
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